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IAN ORDINANCE OF THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF PALM 
IBEACH COUNTY, FLORIDA, AMENDING CHAPTER 14, ARTICLE 1, DIVISION 3, 
ECTIONS 14-31 AND 14-32 OF THE PALM BEACH COUNTY CODE; PROVIDING 
OR GENERAL REQUIREMENTS; PROVIDING FOR SECURING OF VACANT 
STRUCTURES AND LIMITING THE HEIGHT OF OVERGROWTH ON DEVELOPED 
IPROPERTY; PROVIDING FOR APPLICABILITY; PROVIDING FOR A SAVINGS 
CLAUSE; PROVIDING FOR REPEAL OF LAWS IN CONFLICT; PROVIDING FOR 
SEVERABILITY; PROVIDING FOR INCLUSION IN CODE OF LAWS AND 
ORDINANCES; AND PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 


WHEREAS, Section 125.01(1), Florida Statutes, empowers Palm Beach County to adopt ordinances 
necessary for the exercise of its powers and prescribe fines and penalties for the violation of 
ordinances in accordance with law, and 


WHEREAS, Section 125.01(1), Florida Statutes, enables Palm Beach County to perform acts not 
inconsistent with law which are in the common interest of the people of the County, and 


WHEREAS, The proposed amendments to the Property Maintenance Code is in the best interest of 
and will promote, protect and improve the health, safety and welfare of the citizens of Palm Beach 
County. 


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BE THE BOARD OF COINTY 
COMMISSIONERS OF PALM BEACH COUNTY, FLORIDA, that: 


SECTION 1. AMENDMENT TO GENERAL REQUIREMENTS AND SECURING OF 
VACANT STRUCTURES. 


Chapter 14, Article 1, Division 3, Section 14-31 of the Palm Beach County Code(Ord. No. 03- 
51), as amended, is hereby amended as follows: 


Sec. 14-31 


(a) Scope: The provisions of this chapter shall govern the minimum conditions and the 
responsibilities of persons for maintenance of structures, equipment and exterior property. 


(b) Responsibility: The owner of the premises shall maintain the structures and exterior property in 
compliance with these requirements, except as otherwise provided for in Sections 305.3 and 306.1. 


A person shall not occupy as owner-occupant or permit another person to occupy premises which do 
not comply with the requirements of this chapter. 


(c) Vacant structures and land: All vacant structures and premises thereof or vacant land shall be 
maintained in a clean, safe, secure and sanitary condition as provided herein so as not to cause a 
deteriorating problem or adversely affect the public health, safety or welfare. 


(1): The exterior of all vacant structures shall be maintained in a manner required of 
occupied structures as provided in this code: window areas shall be maintained with 
appropriate glass and glazing treatment, exterior doors shall be water- and weather- 
tight, walls and roof areas shall be maintained in a clean, safe and intact condition, 
and water- and weather-tight. 


(2): In cases where the property owner presents proof of two instances of vandalism 
or unauthorized entry resulting in violations of subparagraph (1) above, within any 3 
month period, the property owner may secure the structure by boarding up all 
exterior openings in lieu of replacing broken, shattered and/or broken windows or 
glass doors with new glass or glazing treatments. Such proof may consist of pbc 
sheriff reports and/or affidavits from at least two neighbors 
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Section 2. AMENDMENT TO GENERAL REQUIREMENTS AND LIMITING THE 
HEIGHT OF OVERGROWTH ON DEVELOPED PROPERTY. 


Chapter 14, Article 1, Division 3, Section 14-32 of the Palm Beach County Code(Ord. No. 03- 
51), as amended, is hereby amended as follows: 


Sec. 14-32 


(a) Sanitation: All exterior property and premises shall be maintained in a clean, safe and 
sanitary condition. The occupant shall keep that part of the exterior property which such 
occupant occupies or controls in a clean and sanitary condition. 


(b) Sidewalks and driveways: All sidewalks, walkways, stairs, driveways, parking lots, parking 
spaces and similar areas shall be kept in a proper state of repair, and maintained free from hazardous 
conditions. Stairs shall comply with the requirements of Section 304.7. 


(c) Weeds: All premises and exterior property shall be maintained free from weeds or plant grewth 
uncultivated vegetation 1) greater than 18 inches in height when located on vacant lots, or 2) 


greater than 7 inches in height when located on developed residential or developed non-residential 
lots;+n-excess-ef 18 inches, as set forth in Chapter 6. All noxious weeds shall be prohibited. This 
term shall not include cultivated flowers and gardens, or native vegetation. 


Section 3. APPLICABILITY 


This Ordinance shall be applicable in the unincorporated areas of Pam Beach County, FI. 


Section 4. SAVINGS CLAUSE 


Notwithstanding anything to the contrary, all provisions of Article I through IV, Chapter 14 of the 
Palm Beach County Code, codifying Ordinance No. 78-1, as amended and replaced by Ordinance 
No. 03-051 and Article II, Chapter 20 of the Palm Beach Code, codifying Ordinance No. 77-7, as 
amended, are specifically preserved and remain in full force and effect for the limited purpose of 
enforcing any alleged violations of said Code, which occurred prior to its repeal. 


Section 5. REPEAL OF LAWS IN CONFLICT 


All local laws and ordinances in conflict with any provisions of the Ordinance are hereby repealed to 


| |the extent of such conflict. 


Section 6. SEVERABILITY 


If any section, paragraph, sentence, clause phrase, or word of this Ordinance is for any reason 
held by the Court to be unconstitutional, inoperative, or void, such holding shall not affect the 
remainder of this Ordinance. Further, if any provision of this Ordinance is found to be in conflict 
with the Florida Building Code, the Florida Building Code shall prevail as to that specific 
provision. 


Section 7. INCLUSION IN THE CODE OF LAWS AND ORDINANCES 


The provisions of this Ordinance shall become and be made a part of the Code of Laws and 
Ordinances of Palm Beach County, Florida. The sections of this Ordinance may be renumbered 
or re-lettered to accomplish such, and the word “ordinance” may be changed to “section,” 
article,” or other appropriate word. 

Section 8. EFFECTIVE DATE 

The provisions of this Ordinance shall become effective upon filing with the Secretary of State. 


APPROVED and ADOPTED by the Board of County Commissioners of Palm Beach County, 
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n on this the 19th day of __May , 2009. 
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PALM BEACH COUNTY, FLORIDA BY ITS 


FG MISSIONERS 


Jhn F. Koons, Chairman 
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